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Cover story by Tania G. Evans for Equine Images. Interview with Frederik Meijer, whose patronage
allowed the completion of a plan begun by Leonardo da Vinci to create a bronze horse. The 6
million dollar project was finished by sculptor Nina Akamu. The 30-foot American Horse stands at
the Meijer Sculpture Gardens in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Thex 125-20% Fredaerk Meier Gerdens fealures (e langast rnpical conservanory in Michigan.

the GROCER'’S GIFT

Frederik Meijer Gardens commemorates
history, community, and the fulfillment of dreams

By Taria Fvarns
Thf: 1999 unveiling of The American Horse took place in
a green bowl surrounded by hills that nine years car-
licr had almost been turned into a store and parking lot.
Instead, the retailer Frederik Meijer donated the 70 acres of
wetlands and woodlands to create a botanic garden. He

bestowed with it his 40-piece sculpture collection,
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Tae public gift, Frederik Meijer Gacdens, now contains
e than L0 contemparary American sealpoares - includ-
ing many signilficant equine proces - and hes heen visied by
aore than a oillin peeple sino: its 1995 opening in Geand
Hapids, Mich,

Iy consuucnocation aof The Amierien H
“Direarms meay appesr to dis while they are merely being
transformed.”

“Iranafermation isa kav theaes lor the Mzijer fanily, owr -
zis of the saceesstul cha'n of groceneretail stores. Tn 2001,
the Garders has st finished the
Tt of four scheduled expansians,
The additicnna] 55,000 squase (21
liesis & state-af-the-are, RO0-seat
multipurpese auditorium; a new
seulptune sampley inzliding gal
Lesies amud the Snell Scelprure Cen
Ler A permanent exhibits a pew

Terse, Medjer said,

[

librazy, calé, and gift sheps; and
additional classroems,

The Garelens’ ec wine pieces
comprise abow: 10 percent of the
veorlc-class sculprure collecton.
Mzijer and his wile, 12na, pesson-
ally acquired each equine picce in
hamage to theis ruzal childhood,

Bornin 1519 in Greenville, -
Sdich,, ta Datch bmmigeants Hen-
drik and Gezina Meijer, Froc was
14 when he began working in his
father's one-socm fmi Iy grocesy,

Mira Sz,

Wzilar, showmn sbove with his w

Thrift Markel [zndrik Meijn lied been 2 successful barher,
bt duriag the Depression no one baught hairours. o 21 age
0, B st ed 4 store, Tle purchased stock om eredat andd fook
up cairy fzrming to supply the stere's mills for a tiene, Hen-
drik Medjer triedd difterent retadl concepas, leaming what
worked frean his customers. The sne-room stere became
taday’s 143 stares, eonploying 35,000

Lesta Metjer grew ap in nearby Amble and milked cows
aftes school. When she graduated from high schoal, she
wenl Lo work o Meljer's one-room gore, She 1as dreamed

e Amencan Hivea a reaity

fe, Lera, the suppoet she naedes o ke

;8




Frederik Meijer

Detorah Butterisld’s 1959 bronze, CaOv Creak, ralers [ e arm whoe she qathasred 10a
arigina’ matonials. The aoquinsion wan @ step imo € more oencaplual dreclior for the colsclion.

of becaming a professional aofiball plager, but exigencies of
fife in the 19308 led Ser toowerk and five years later to mar
ring: and motheshood,

Fred Meijer hecame intereated in soulpluse gz 1983 aller
being asked fo find  pizoe that would commemeeate hi
bometawn ot its Danish Bestival. Meiper wis intrigued by the
work of Marshall Fredericks, 2 contemporacy Miche

“Art cannol be cold,” says Meijer.

“It must radiate emotion.”

tased soulpton [ addition e Runding the Gresnville praj-
ect, e began accumalating the largest private collection of
Frederiche’ soulptuze.

Meijer got invelved with the West Michigan [lorticoliaral
Sowiely's project o extallish u.]:lul:-ll'-:' bastanic 1;.1r-.'1m in
1991, and in the sprimg of (893, the Prederik Medjer Gardens
opeed o the paalic,

26 Eoung imEnas

“lomarrow the grocery business
rav be envirely different,”
remarked Meijer, “but the Gandens
will remeain. Mo case ki who
Finded the Sisgi
all benefit Frons 10"

T 2001, the Gardens callection

|-.'.pe|.LluI we

has grown e wes Usan 100 sualp-
mares, including worss by Dnverna-
tonal artusts such as Auguste
Fodin, Alesarder Celder, Marshall
Fredevicks, Dbocah Butterfield,
Firk Mewman, Carl lensen, and
Gary Price.

The Meiiers frst admired Gary
Price’s work in Bam springs, whene
they s the girl with the sprinkling
can, Ciadive. They liked it enough
tar teavd 1o Price’s studio in Utsh
andd buy it

The couode euded wp gelting
know the sculptor and also bought
Wind, Earsf, and Fire fram ham,
the first limited edition of five,
Frice created the 12-foot equine
bromze in 19590, choosing o
include three horses for the sake of
design and composition. Price said
the unusual bond between Arab
riwners and their animals inapined
the picce,

The Maijers came acrnss Carl [ensen's qlli;:-l.diy:iﬂi-u,'l

tional in Coloredo, and

pieces at the annual Sculprural Tnvi
Frederik Meijer connecred immediately with a workhovse
laroriee. T Bkexd the Jensen piece because it reminded me of
my Ether-in-lvw. He was in busines: during the lopging ere.
Ferst he cookedd in the lumber kitchen, and then he hauled
legs 1o 2 mill with horses, Thea he bought 40 ecres of land
full of stumps In order to farm, ke bad to stueap the lasd.
Jensen’s horse in harness reminded me of that faro full of
stumps, That's s T Bought it e dida't stare oot intend
ing to collect cquine art, but 1 like history.. e s a
reminder thar bAichigan was a white-pine state and we (in
.‘i.-1'ir|:.igm ] ||:|g._1.¢|1 it off"

Meijer has ocammissacned theee Jepsen bronzes: M,
Babe, and The Horsesfier, Babe was o Weebsh pony moodeled
on Fred's three childhood pomies. He says, "1 you can ride a
tricky pony, vow can ridz anything. YWe had pernies 1o pull
the ruilk cart, and [ peddled milk then, from five t2 11 cents




a guait W fFarmaed, fna, sowe had hores o pu“ the
olases. e lad 52 mary wark horses

Bt ol the equeine sculptures he collacts are representa-
tivme] — kews to corncrere merpories. The Gardens” first
meove Lnte mare experimental work come io 1939, 1l s
e that The American lorsewas unvedled. The Gardens

o

purchased a bronze 3y the cortemparary sculpto Lazhoral
Butierfield Based in Montana, By
usiny o materials ty create her stark and poswerful
ek wias ceeated Fromm sticks, lumber, and
o bonze. Meijer Gardens Curatar

erfielcl is known foz

bark ared

rlicld is a sigmificant

Jnseph Becherer says, "For ws the Bus
wartk.. it makes (he traasitian fram teaditional, highly rep
resentational seulpture like The Amerisan Horse and goes for
samething more challenging aesthetically. .. there are otqer
jilesams awl play

“The name Caliin Creek,” explains Butterfeld, “is a mix of

the -man-twade and the natural, A harse that is trined s

such a combination, Horses throughow: the vears have dho-
sen Lo Lk wpowich man. and, in turn, influgnce the way we
think. ' kind of obsessed with horses. They'r

Magz by Carl Jenezn raminded B

bt ['m rv_-z“:,.' :|em'||n|: with abstract notismne”

The Beijer Srnlptire Cammitiee chaie, Tynn Vinkeoul-
der, liked the Burrerfizld. *We on che commitiee Tsve in
camvinee each ather to buy a piecs” saye Meijer, "1 dedis’ see
hirg gaesd abouat it. ut the Dutch bave a saying, 'Fist

v cordemn, then youw consider, e poupa aise Al e
come 1o like the Butlerfield.”
“The Dutch have a saying,
‘First you condemn, then you
consider, then you praise.””

The Anerican Hores

Lo 19%96, Maijer's son Hank, a pariner in his business

imes about the

eideawars, read an article in the New Yore
Leoardo da ¥inct horse project and its fnancial prabdlens.
‘Ihe praject begaa when Chades Dent, an sicline pilot and

arnateur artist
mission, i Ca

learped about da Vined's unlimished com-
e, Coin-

, i Metioral l::'m.lgrr.'l[\lh.'u m

& white-pire etata.

Coperid i
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Frederik Meifer

myissicnedd in 1476 by the Duke of Milan, da Vina built 2 24

foot madel of the collecting bronee to cast it

gz and Tega

Butin 1459, Milan was ivadod by Franoe and the pubicly
d!<.|"i.'|',h1 el el was t|l.'>|.|u:r\.d '|._,r o Freoch ar 1y 's urrenes,
In =2, Dent gathered scholars and artists for vesearck ancd
establizhied a nonprafit organization, Leovardo da Vine's
Horse, Inc., te recreate the horse to present it to laly on the
300th anniversary of the Cay medel's destruction. The group
ran into ene proafem after another, and e 1994 Dent died.
The vounger Meijer encouraged his father 1 get mvobed,
s a Meijer gronp traveled o the studio of Nina Akamu, wha

had heen hrowght into the project 1o cocrect the Exwe of the
eight foot Dent model. Tt would prove not fxable, Technically,
Wi seuplure was inaccarase hones were the wrong length,
dr’t exist, “1t just did-
n't have the faie or fire il should have,” said Weil Estern, a

muscles had been sculped whers they di

sculator at the Tallix Foundey in Beacon, MY, where the harse
wWhas casl.

UIij,a:rJg.r ‘he coristtes canse 1o PECIIERE the need to dis-
card the Dent model and begin a new ane.
me the permission, brave on theis part w do it enbicely again”
says Akam “Lockily, Fred had faith in ee Who would ever say,

The commitiee gave

"W knew yau can do this 24-foot >;|,'|.I§s1|uo‘ ? How sauld l.bl.':.'

know? How waould 1know? T had never even done an eiglit-foot

T WAL GAROCAS Mo T

1 | I 1 i : i
Cretemen from tha “Bllx A Foundrein Beazon, MY, pour moitan bronznints sand mods of soctiors of thae 24 foot Amencan
Hoesg, which grmved inGrand Raongs, Mich., in ssven pieces. & crane ifted and places sach pece. Winkers than Doled and
wathd e peces imo
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g the 17y ~penarce da Vind workad on fis plons for the coloazel horsa, be made many small sketches. AlLogh eee of B
cramirgs revasl the harae's fnal pogiticn. Akamu studied da Winels theoghis nn anatormy and e, as wel as ather vsuel a1d terary
Suurces fo cetemning the best mlenpretation of the SO0-yesr-okd project

“Who would ever say, ‘We know you can do this 24-foot
sculpture?” How would they know? How would I know?
I had never even done an eight-foot one.”

‘ooz, Bt | pally dide’t bave any doube”

Iogged dover by the da Vinci organization’s constraints of
time, politics, and fisances, she found in kMeijer the support
she needed to Deish the projzct,

“Mina puls her love of qorses and of history.., in her ars”
states Wlejer. " The art represents the artist, . Bor example, the
Dent group prosesad pald leaf But (Mina) didn't want it You

coitldn't ses the m sclx

With 2 32.5-millen gift frem Metjes, twa bronzes of the
24-foot harse were cast, The twin of The American Hiocse was
delivered to Milan, Ttaly, in 1995 — the colmination of the

rvacns of muany

AL AL

&
craatad 3 T @ sniell Anglo
Arao gtalian, whan see bved in Fiesatto. (taky,

“The praject was so exciting — there were so many techni-

Erpuns dmapes 20



Frederik Meijer

the _JD\.i.I'.ll'L‘l'-&rllj .'|l:‘..'1d.|.'l||.<!l| 5, e emled ey it .1||.<

“artcarnot be cold.” savs Mleijer, "It must radiate emo-
i The 24-fool colossus indesd radiates emation. Visitorn
to the Garders are compelled to touch the magnificent
Lrome cnn the honf or the fetlock.

Peprews by Akamo, ronw in the Qardens' collestion, came
through the da Vine praject. Waen Meijer and his son Gost
visited Alamu's studio in Mew York, they saw two of her
bronzes. Pegasus and Fighting Livss, Liawe ol Pogasus, Hauk
Muijer sxclaimed, “Woaldn't that be good for the Cardens!™
And that's all his father had to hear — they bought them
Loth,

Akitr was [iving in Piesanto, Ttely, when she created
Megesus "It was based on e small Anglo-Arab stallion | was
richng,. [ did it right in his stall with him., He kept trvieg 1o
hite and...was unmanagesble. ... But [ had an unusieal con
nection with him, 1 began to rids him...[ would ge: up early
and take him tn rhe heach and ride him bareback i the
Mediterranean. With a lot of handling lie became wonder
tul”

Mlamw's Pegasus and Fighting Lioms oday sit vn pedestals
in lvely publiz spaces in the newest addition at e Gardeos,
Weijer, like the grover he was, walks through the corridor
rear Pegasas slhonstted by the seven-story glass batanical
gardens, greeting those whom he knows aad intreducing
hemsell 1o new v sitors,

Meiper’s philanthropy prometes several hopes. One s that
farnidy and commurity history must be remembered.

Aaba, 0 pony that sparks rramotes tor Meiar, iz ong of thes pisces
e il ersen al tha Gandars

citl husdles 1o figure oot reflected Akamu. “There was no He helieves that people worldwide should see themselves
rocat for mistake beciuse of the time constraint, We used as Mrends and compatriots, Te puts faith in the attributes of
an snlrgng method. which 1 orignaced and my assistants the Lcal community — he promintes Michigan ralent. The

developed, called alaser pointer. Imagine (thatl ane muscle  Gardens cellection includes a bronae by Kalamazoa, Mick..
is the size of a person. 5o Un an the ground and thers are
pairs af paaple warking up there on the harse, They wers

Meijer hands out ice cream
coupons and smiles,

“I hope the Gardens will expose
young people to art, to sculpture.”

scupting Blindly. 1'd have ore pair of seaple or the hiorse
senipting and anether pesson. abaut 15 vards back using a
Iaser pointer ona triped, She would look at secions of my
eight-faet madel = we had drawings all aver the little maodel
—anad tsens (ollow taes: wills the pointer. The scalpor or

Willikd simin e

hie big hoese marked the lines an te hig harse surface, It

wasa very efficient technigue for ealossal sculpture, ¥ith Marshal H\':"JE.h‘i:hE-' bicnze creetures were bes Legiming
whiad is row tha Gardans' warks-clase eculphine collecion.

a0 Equairer ivrons




artist Kirk Newman, It iz a grouping of children from dif
ferent raems and 'il‘i'qf}'iﬁ. s with |'|h1_.'=i:.=ul disakhilities.
Ther i

QIEE {108,
the ke v equenlity, 50 he and his
weife cocatod tae Frodvadb Mejer Gaodens, Theve, childien
are free 1 climb on the first solprures Meijer commis-
siomed, the Marshall Fredericks anima’s, including a
12-koo-long dragon, two bap bears and a gazellz.

Meier ands out ice creams coupons and smikes. T hope
the Gardens will expose young people to 1, to sculpture,
My e, alwars said,

"The sve wanits something, o™ #

snclmnther Meiper, iy clad's

If You Go...

FREDERIK MEIJER GARDENS

Michigan Botanic Garden & Meijer Scalpture Park

1000 Fzst Belrline Knrtheast « Grand Rapids, Mich. 46525
Tel. 6168571580 = toll-fres: B8R 957 1580

Hours
Mon. — §ata 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun.: noon — Spum.

Admission:

Adults [ 14 and older): 37
Bemiors (65 and older): 56
Children {5-13): £3.50
The Gardens is easidy aocessibie
to wieelefnins ased strollers,

WS FTREFT

Ciary Prics, Wnd, Earmm, and Fire

ON THE MEIJER. GARDENS SUMMER CALENDAR:

“aster- Teachers: West Michigan Soulpture Faculty” is
the first exhibition dedicated ta regiona scalptors or
the faculty of 2rea colleges and wriversities. The exhibi-
ton profiles a vitel strard of the region's rich and
diverse trad B LIPS 'I.';r Ay of (s lead ng
artiats, Throwgh Junc 17

“Philip Gransman,” an srtict and professor at Yale
focuses on the human figure, following the classical tra-
dition of fipuraticn. His experimentation with scale
and monunentality, however, is wholly unigue, Exhizit
features both soulpture and paintings. July 1-Sept, 29,

Foe eoeseedrafls et annd vaenakar Bstings, v

“Garcens of Discm'erg.- — Summer :Ex:.‘u.'riﬂl“.‘!“ |||gi:|-
lights the Gardena many outdoor gardens in the full
blaom of summer. Explore nature trails that lead you
aleng Michigan wetlands, with plant and sculprure sue-
peises an every i Thaough Labu Dy

"Spl'i:nﬁ Tea in the Victorian Garden features scones,

ten sandwirhes, desserts, and F".g.l‘x'h reas Ladies im Vie-
torian dress describe the custens of the Victorian
perind, 815 per persen includes admissian to the Gar-
dens. [uly 15, 1-2:30 pom, Reservations requivec. Call
G16.557, 1580,

Ml ol wrbsite:

14"4'14-.rrr:f..fjrrg:’errf;:us.prg
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